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To W. W. Vaughan	The Dower House l
Ufford, Suffbl\
September 18, 1911
... We have had my old friend Frank Ellerton and his
most delightful wife and children here—first squeezed into
this little house for a week, then in lodgings close by. And
he and I had some pleasant mornings reading Horace and
Homer. He is a good instance of a man who has kept
the torch burning for nearly thirty years without ever a
neighbour or friend to help him. He was a scholar of
Hertford in my day.
It is good of you to ask after my doings and good for
me to have a second conscience in you. No, I have begun
nothing. These weeks have been busy with the proofs of
my book which is now ready to come out, and the proofs
of the essay I wrote for the English Association on The
Grand Style .... The book will be out in a week or two.
It is to be called Poets and Poetry. They would not agree
to Thursdays and Fridays which was what I wanted. The
other essay will come out in good company with A. G.
Bradley on Jane Austen, etc.
. . . This letter is already so long that I doja't know
whether I have time to embark on tne big questions you
raised or whether you would have time to read if I did.
My own private big question first of all. You are quite
right to keep prodding at me—and you do it so generously
—I am very grateful even for the blindness of your affec-
tion, though such a great word as " wisdom " applied to
my poor weak self gives me a curious start. I do want to
get deeper—as you say: but it is difficult, as I suppose all
things worth doing are. When I had all day and every day
to myself at Tanfield Court nobody wanted me or my
advice. Now National Trust, C.O.S., " Scapa ", English
Association, etc., all take up more and more time: and one
side of me pleads hard for giving thein more and more.
They are all doing work which I thoroughly believe in,
1 A house we had taken for the summer holidays.

